BUPERS website to get new look, more user-friendly navigation for users
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Beginning in late September, visitors to the Bureau of Naval Personnel (BUPERS) website will begin to see a new, graphically-pleasing look with a user-friendly navigation system that makes it easier for users to find the information they need.

For the past several months, the website has been undergoing a major restructuring and consolidation process designed to ensure the most accurate, current and useful information that will be available to Sailors, Marines, civilians and their families.

"We have been going through over 19,000 web pages to make sure the new website contains only the most accurate, up-to-date information on the topics that our customers need to keep them informed on the latest policies, regulations and other important items," said Brigette Decent, Navy Personnel Command Web Content Manager for the project.

Visitors to the new homepage will be able to choose from seven main categories: boards, officers, enlisted, support and services, about us, career information, and a reference library. The first five will be accessible through either clicking on a photo above the category title, or by clicking on it via a list of the categories above the photos. Clicking on the appropriate title on the same list will take a user to the other two categories. All seven have clickable drop-down menus that list additional information pertaining to that subject.

The website will also feature two entirely new options not available on the old site: a login feature to gain entry into protected

material and a Google-powered search engine. The login feature will give authorized users permission to get into places such as the local BUPERS intranet, or other protected areas. The new search engine will search the entire website for wanted items and make it faster and easier to find them if they are available anywhere on the website.

Another new feature will be a choice between a low band and a high-speed version of the website. The low band is for customers without access to a high-speed connection such as DSL or cable who must use a dial-up access. It will also make the site more accessible to Navy ships while they are deployed.

According to Decent, the transition will be mostly seamless to users. "In the beginning the users will continue to click on the same, familiar links they have used in the past," she said. "If the information has been converted to the new version of the website, the user will be automatically sent to it. Otherwise, the current version of that link will open as usual."

The entire website is expected to be transitioned into the new version by late January. Between now and then, all the current material will gradually migrate from the old style pages to the new ones, with the exception of anything found to be out-dated or otherwise incorrect. The website will also be fully compatible with all government accessibility requirements, as well as all Navy and Department of Defense regulations.

"We are very excited about the new website," said Decent. "We are endeavoring to make it the best, most accurate and useful site that will be something everyone will want to use."

